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I cannot pretend to speak for all the faculty, but certainly all 


whose opinion I know are strongly opposed to the change of basis which 
would make tne Sheee een Association a Y.W.C.A., the President most strongly 
of all. 

I, who haye been actively engaged in Y.M.C.A. work for twenty years, 
share that feeling of opposition very fully. /The evangelical oasis seems to me 
a survival of antiquated and unworthy Christian prejudices, It can see why, in 
the 60*$, when it was adopted, it was necessary, Now I do not think it is, It 
was put in to exclude the Unitarians and Universalists, It assumes that these 
churches are not Christian, That seems to me unchristian with regard to the 
Wnitarian church; that it is putting the test of Christianity upon a meta— 
physical theory of the nature of Christ rather than upon the acceptance op 
of God’s revelation through Christ That is an old test,- not the oldest, — 
from which the church is now re seater. 

As to the Universalist side, that has a comic aspect avout it when a 
large number of the ministry in this section of the country, probably over half,- 
are openly holding views which fifty years ago would have been called Universa- 
list, “Universalism” of some types is no longer neterodoxy] 


On these grounds I think that for --~--~- to come into the Y,W,C.A 
would be a retrograde movement, I certainly hope it will never come, I am 
elevol qhfe) iris) “Sam and the other large women’s eer of the east stand as a 


protest against the unchristian narrowness of the Y.W.C,A, Whiii I cannot speak 

for other members of the faculty, 1 think that probably ee position is the sane 

I think it is a very general attitude toward “the evangelical basis.” Juitly, a 
Now of course that is no reason why one should not work with the Y.W.C.A 

hey are in place, To say:“I won’t play vecause you don’t think as I do,” 

ry childish attitude, I was sincerely glad to say a word for the organiza~ 

tion, It is a great work and I am glad that you are in it, I hope it will grow 

(in several ways) and if I can do anything to help it grow, I am willing to do it, 

I was glad to hear that you are in your present work this year, Whatever the fu- 

ture has in store for you, such work will be good to have in your background, L 
have spoken frankly in this letter, You will understand that the spirit of it 
is not at all one of unkindly 6eeling or of lack of sympathy, Quite the con- 


trary. 1 hope we may see you here yagata Beane pee anes year. 
Le Cc ial urs, 
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Jan. 9, 1903. ? 


Mr. Rooert #, Speer, 
156-5th Avenue, 


Greetings and best wishes! 

May I trouble you to read the enclosed letter, It has oeen 
received from a professor in an eastern college, I am not at liberty to tell you 
the college, nor the professor, because the letter was a private one. Yet its 
contents has greatly trouoled me because I do not know quite what to say to the 
points in the letter, If you can take time to read it and to send me any sugges- 
tions, I shall take it as a very great favor 

I was in New Bnglaad for six weeks and I] am more and more con- 
vinced that we are right when we stand for the evangelical basis and yet I can 
hardly tell you how great is the opposition, not only in the student work, but in 
the city work,- to the oasis, 

I hope your work is going nicely. With sincere regards, I am 


Your friend, 


a ele, f (se 


Mrs. ROBERT ELLIOTT SPEER, Chairman, Englewood, N. J. 
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